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too, they seem to have settled their differences with the
Maekenzies of Seaforth, for they then held rank as hereditary
castellans of that same Eilandonan stronghold which about
a hundred years earlier they had assisted to demolish.

It is not, however, until the troublous times of 1715 that
any member of the Murchison sept comes notably forward
in Highland history.   Up till that period the people of these
wilds remained under the same clan-system which had
prevailed from the earliest times.    The word of their chiefs
was their law, and they had but a feeble notion of any
higher rule or greater authority outside the dominions of the
clan.    While this ancient obedience and attachment con-
tinued on the part of the vassals, the chiefs themselves were
more or less influenced by somewhat similar feelings towards
the old line of the Stuarts.   A new race of sovereigns had
been installed by Southern and Saxon hands.    It was re-
garded by these mountaineers with distrust and fear.   They
had no great cause to look back with satisfaction to their
treatment under the sway of the fallen house.    But there
appeared more risk than, ever of molestation from the new
and alien rulers; and so, partly from loyalty to the Stuarts,
and partly from distrust of the Hanoverian dynasty, there
existed at this time among the Highlanders a wide-spread
disaffection and longing for a restoration.

At last these feelings found vent in open insurrec-
tion, and the outbreak of 1715 began. Among the chiefs
who appeared in arms came the Earl of Seaforth, head
of the Mackenzie clan. With him marched a gallant
company of Morchisons, including two of note, John and
Donald, uncle and nephew, the former bearing a commission
in the Prince's army, and bringing with him all the men he
King presented Donald Murcheson'to the  same church,  then vacant by
